
Saints Mary and Joseph Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, October 10, 2019

Present: 

Fr. Vincent Onunkwo, Carol Kater, Therese Vallario, Lorraine Thompson, Kristen Klecan, Ken 
Tarara, Carol Miller, Jay Cappello, Steve Barretto, Shawn McDonough, and Kim Dexter  

Not Present: Bettie Reddy and Deacon Jay Cormier 

Call to order: 7:00pm
Opening Prayer:  Ken 

Updates/Reports

Staff Update: Carol Kater
● Provided pastoral council with a sign up for coffee/hot chocolate table 

for harvest fest. Also asked council members to wear their name 
badges during harvest fest 

● KIDSCHURCH still needs volunteers, especially someone to help 
build the program/curriculum. Some volunteers are helping to keep it 
running. 

Survey Committee:  Kim 
● The committee will take the feedback from the council members 

submitted via email and meet to revise the first draft of the survey over 
the next couple of weeks

● Kim will share the meeting date & time with the whole council if 
anyone would like to join the committee

● The goal of administering the survey after the new year remains 

Social Committee:  Therese
● Trivia night occurred last month with a small turnout, but it was a lot 

of fun
● Therese would like to hang up a small poster reminder at each church 

so game night is better advertised. 
● Game night is next Friday, 10/18 at 7:00pm. We will be offering 

puzzles, card games, and board games provided by social committee 
members



New Business
Harvest Fest:  Kristen 

● Reminder from last meeting that the council is volunteering to help 
with coffee and hot chocolate, and there was the option to create a 
raffle basket 

● Council members decided to donate a raffle basket with scratch 
tickets, Kristen offered to put basket together

Open:  PC members
● Comedy night is Saturday, February 15th 6-10pm at Atkinson Country 

Club. Tickets are $55 and can purchase a table of 8 or individual seats. 
It includes a four course meal. There are three comedians performing. 
Possible 50/50 raffle. Tickets for comedy night will be for sale during 
the harvest fest

  
General Remarks: Fr. Vincent 

● Before summer of next year, St. Joseph will hopefully have air conditioning. Father 
Vincent is looking into the process and cost. The unit will be in the basement and not 
visible from the outside. 

● There is a new dehumidifier in the youth center
● Next year, the ministries using our church facilities for free need to participate in harvest 

fest. Ministries that pay to use our facilities will be encouraged to participate, but not 
required 

● Steve: Looking into a new projection screen for Mary Queen of Peace that will be 
mounted to the ceiling. This will make it easier to use as you can lower the screen using a 
remote instead of lifting it from the floor. The screen has been donated. Now the task is 
to determine the cost of installation and also consider replacing the projector. Hopefully 
the new projection screen will be installed in one to two months. 

● The vent at Mary Queen of Peace, behind the statue of Mary, is being painted within the 
next two weeks. It is being painted for free. 

● The bees nest will remain at Mary Queen of Peace. Steve shared the reason why bees are 
often associated with Mary. 

● The installation of the chair lift at St. Joseph will be next Thursday and Friday (10/17 & 
10/18) 

● Once a month, the collection will be counted by each mass time to determine how much 
each mass contributes. Parishioners are encouraged to use the electronic giving app to 
have more consistency. There is an option to have recurring weekly payments so you 
don’t have to worry about envelopes. Lorraine suggested showing how to use the app 
during mass to help people understand how to do it. Steve shared that the finance 
committee is working to bring more awareness and have a presentation at St. Joseph. 



● The parish is looking for a choir director for the 11:00 mass. If anyone is interested or 
knows anyone interested, they should contact Father Vincent. 

● Lorraine asked if someone could clean up the table at the back of the church at Mary 
Queen of Peace. Older papers and flyers will be removed. 

● Jay shared questions/comments made to him by parishioners at the 7:30 mass specifically 
to Father Vincent:
-One was that the volume of the microphone needs to be increased at masses because 
some have trouble hearing. Currently the volume is at the max, ministers would be 
encouraged to stand closer to the microphone.
-Another suggestion was that the chairs at the front of the church at St. Joseph be redone. 
Jay generously offered to reupholster the chairs at his own cost and Father Vincent 
approved.
-A final question from parishioners was about moving the 7:30 mass to 8:00. It was 
shared that the Bishop previously determined the mass times when it was known that 
there would be only one priest.
Father reiterated what he already said before, that any parishioner that approached any    
member of the pastoral council for any questions/comments or concerns, should approach 
him anytime and relate what the questions/comments or concerns are instead of waiting 
till the next meeting if he/she cannot handle it. If the questions/comments or concerns 
need to be addressed immediately, that would be done and if not, it would be tabled to the 
next pastoral meeting.

● It was suggested to post a message in the bulletin to remind parishioners to check the 
website for the pastoral council minutes. Carol Kater said that could be done. 

● In September and March, parishioners interested in becoming a Eucharistic minister will 
be provided the opportunity to join through a paperwork they will sign and it would be 
sent to the diocesan Bishop for approval. This will be done twice a year instead of an 
ongoing process. Once approved, Eucharistic ministers need to be publicly 
commissioned. It will be available at each mass for one weekend during those two 
months. 

● Pastoral council members will also be publicly commissioned during one weekend at a 
mass. All members will attend the same mass. Each member will be called forward by 
name and the group will be blessed. Members will determine the date via email. 

Closing Prayer:  Fr. Vincent 
Adjourn:  8:57 PM
Next meeting: November 14, 2019


